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WATER, QUALITY IN GERALDTON 
Grievance 

MR BLOFFWITCH (Geraldton) [9.50 am]:  My grievance is about the quality of the water that the people of 
Geraldton must drink.  When people who visit Geraldton for the first time have their first cup of coffee, they 
always comment that it has a strange taste. Eighty-five per cent of the houses in Geraldton have rainwater tanks 
because the water is unbearable to drink.  It is a major concern. 

All the school ovals which draw off the water mound are salt affected.  The grass is dying, and in many cases 
they have had to use the sewerage water, because the bore water is too salty.  I am concerned about the presence 
of salts and minerals in Geraldton's water.  There is nothing worse than seeing a brick wall that has been 
discoloured by the salts and minerals from one's sprinkler system. The water quality in Geraldton is very bad.   

Companies that sell bottled water, like The Water Boys Pty Ltd, are doing a roaring trade.  The proprietor 
commenced with three employees and now has eight or nine.  His business has grown because the quality of the 
tap water is so bad; one can often see particles in it.  It is not good; it needs further treatment to improve the 
quality.  Not everybody is in a position to afford to buy Water Boy's bottled water or install a rainwater tank to 
get a better quality of drinking water.  It costs about $2 000 to install a rainwater tank, which is not cheap.  Many 
people cannot afford that option.  It is a fundamental right to have reasonable drinking water.  I urge the minister 
to do something along that line.   

I also want the minister to look at what is wrong with the ground water that is turning salty.  Perhaps we are 
using too much of it.  If that is the case, we need to conduct research on the issue.  We may need to use less 
water if we want to improve its quality.  The water quality is poor, and, on behalf of the people of Geraldton, I 
ask the minister to do something so that we can drink water from the tap.  I also wonder whether all the minerals 
and salts in the tap water affect one's health - one's liver and kidneys and the like.  I believe that in many cases it 
does, and we should not put up with that.  The State has a responsibility to provide clean drinking water to every 
citizen in Geraldton, and I urge the minister to do so. 

DR HAMES (Yokine - Minister for Water Resources) [9.54 am]:  If our pioneers could hear us arguing about 
the quality of water in Geraldton, they would cringe.  Unfortunately, the member for Geraldton is exaggerating.  
The reality is that health-wise the water quality in Geraldton is excellent; it is not good, or okay, but excellent.  
The water causes no health problems whatsoever.  It meets all of the health guidelines for water.  The complaints 
that emanate from Geraldton about the water relate to its taste.  The member for Geraldton made the point that 
many people have rainwater tanks, although that has not stopped people complaining.  The risk to one's health 
from rainwater tanks is far greater than could ever be established with the current water supply.  

Mr Prince:  It tastes better.  

Dr HAMES:  It may, but are we talking about health or taste?  Most of the comments from the member for 
Geraldton referred to health aspects.  The fact is the quality of Geraldton’s water is excellent.  The people of 
Geraldton need have no fear about their kidneys, livers or whatever other organs the member wishes to refer to, 
because they will not suffer as a result of drinking the water supplied by the Water Corporation in Geraldton.  
However, people should be extremely cautious with rainwater tanks.  We do not recommend them as a rule, 
because things like mice and rats find their way into rainwater tanks. 

Mr Trenorden:  They give a particular taste.  

Dr HAMES:  They are not only bad for one's health but also affect the taste of the water.   

The member referred to the saltiness of the water, which is a matter of taste.  The member for Geraldton is 
correct; the level of totally dissolved solids, that refers mainly to salt, is 750 milligrams per litre, which is on the 
high side.  People who were not used to that water would notice a slightly salty taste when they drank the water.  
As a salt eater, I prefer that slightly salty flavour to the water, so I would be happy with that water.  
Nevertheless, that measure is slightly on the high side, and that has been a concern.  However, it is nowhere near 
the level that would destroy lawns or leave salt residue on buildings.  That is not the case.  Denham has a twin 
water supply with 105 kilolitres a year of desalinated water and the remaining water supply containing a fairly 
high salt measure with over 1 200 milligrams a litre of dissolved salt.  That is used very effectively on people’s 
lawns.  I was there recently and their lawns are in excellent condition.  

Mr Bloffwitch:  If you plant grass like saltine you can use salt water.  

Dr HAMES:  The level of salt in the Denham water supply is probably double the salt level in the Geraldton 
water supply.   
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The member referred to discolouration of walls from sprinklers.  That is caused by iron in the water and not by 
salt.  There were high levels of iron in the Geraldton water, but that was rectified in 1987.  Perhaps some of those 
iron stains are old.  Many areas in the metropolitan area have iron staining on walls from using ground water.  In 
some areas, there are pockets with high levels of iron in the water, which creates stains on the walls.  It is easy to 
clean that off with a mix of acid and water and a brush. 

The SPEAKER:  It is oxalic acid.  

Dr HAMES:  That will clean the stain off in about 10 minutes.  I had to do that at my surgery, which had some 
iron staining.  That problem was rectified in Geraldton in 1987.   

Another problem with the water in Geraldton is that it is slightly acidic.  Until January 2000, there was also a 
concern about the acidity or agressiveness of the water and, therefore, corrosion of customer pipe work and 
fittings.  However, that does not relate to the health or taste of the water.  The taste of the water is exactly the 
same.  That matter was rectified by the Water Corporation in January with the commissioning of a lime dosing 
plant at a cost of $2.4m.  The member for Geraldton may not have tasted the water since January last year. 

Mr Bloffwitch:  I taste the water every day; when I put it in my Scotch whisky, it does not taste the same.   

Dr HAMES:  In the metropolitan area, chlorine is put in the water to prevent botulin contamination, and the tap 
water that we drink does have a bit of a taste.  Many people do not like that taste.  The water may also pick up 
metallic elements when it runs through the pipes of the house, and that can give the water a slight flavour.  That 
happens in the metropolitan area the same as it does in Geraldton.  The way to resolve that is to run the water 
into a container and leave it in the fridge overnight; and by the next morning whatever is in that water, including 
chlorine, has settled down and the water has a perfectly clean, fresh and healthy taste.  The Government has 
spent considerable amounts of money to ensure that health-wise the quality of the water is excellent.  The 
Government has also spent $2.4m to address the acidity problem.  If people put the water from the tap in a bottle 
and left it in the fridge overnight, they would find the taste had improved significantly.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I think the understatement of the year would be that the local member found that 
helpful.  Grievances noted. 
 


